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This year, 2017, marks the 30th
anniversary of the IFSC but is also
marks, with this edition, the 30th
anniversary of this publication
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une 1987 saw the publication of the
first edition of Finance Magazine,
which we merged in 2009 as a title
with what was originally a newsletter
‘Finance Dublin’, to form the present
Finance Dublin. For us therefore, this
edition marks our thirtieth year of
continuous publication.
We reproduce below the introductory
editorials from both publications, and we
will leave it to readers to judge how the
publication(s) have followed their
introductory mandate in the meantime.
A perusal provides some timely
insights, as well as perspective on the fast
changing world of finance in what is
currently a highly technology-driven era.
But it also suggests that long term
perspectives as well as timely awareness
of new developments are important. It is
striking in this age of ‘disruption’, and
‘fintech’, and ‘Brexit’ that identical forces
were at play then, even though the

Above: The front cover of the first issue of
Finance Magazine June 1987.
Left: The first editorial from the first issue.
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language used to describe them might be
different. For example the ‘disruption’ of
today might have supplanted the more
gentle (but no less profound)
‘disintermediation’ of 1987. The
‘financial technology’ of then of course is
replaced by ‘fintech’, and, to recognise
innovation’s place, there are truly new
advances, such as ‘blockchain’.
Worryingly, maybe, ‘globalisation’ is
now supplanted by ‘Brexit’, and threats of
protectionism worldwide.
Perhaps, on that front the wheel has not
yet come full circle, and the Brexit
phenomenon, and concerns about trade,
for example in US-China-India
relationships, will in time turn out to be a
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necessary course correction that will
avoid the depths and excesses of the last
time such forces emerged - the 1930s.
Only time will tell.
In the meantime it is our hope that
Finance Dublin will continue to play the
role it has done as part of the ‘eco system’
(another new word) that we hoped would
come about in the final paragraph of that
first article ‘Introducing Finance’. We see
the future as being as exciting as it was
back then, indeed even more so, with
equally challenging tasks to undertake for
the industry. We are planning to continue
to provide the forum that we have offered
in the 30 years of the publication’s
existence to date.

Above right: The front cover of the first issue of Finance Dublin January 1996.
Above: The first editorial from the first issue of Finance Dublin.

Ruairí Quinn, then Minister for Finance,
Launching the 1997 edition of the
‘Yearbook of the IFSC’.
Former Minister Quinn, now chief of the
IiEA, and former Minister for Finance Dr
Ray Mac Sharry will, along with former
Taoiseach and Minister for Finance John
Bruton, be speakers at the forthcoming
Financial Centres Summit, in Dublin Castle
on October 17th next. (See announcement
in page 8 of this issue).

